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VIR _TEACH CONSULTATION

The Vir_Teach Survey (available at ) was disseminated between
November-December 2019 to detect current weak aspects regarding language teacher training
and to implement positive measures for the advancement of foreign language teacher education
in Europe.

In particular, this survey sought to:

* Collect comparative data.

 Build consensus during the project.

* Fix potential issues.

* Improve methodological approaches, materials and resources.
* Prioritise intellectual outputs, contents and events’ main topics.
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Gender and Age

Gender

m 1828

m Male = 20-38

= Female 30-483

Prefer not to say = 43-58
u 58+
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Scope:
The consultation was disseminated in a total of 13

European countries with the following geographical
distribution (% per country):
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Participating countries

» Spain: 26.1%

* Portugal: 42.9%

* Poland: 10.2%

* Romania: 11.8%

* Belgium: 5.8%
Other countries: 3,2%

Participation:

A total of 509 responses were collected.
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» Portugal
= Spain
Romania
= Poland
m Belgium
= |taly
= Finland
= Sweden
= Hungary
= |celand
m Germany
® Turkey
= Slovenia

Country of residence
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Stakeholders

Status of the respondents

= Teacher Student/Graduated
as a Teacher of Foreign
Languages

= Foreign language
teacher/researcher at
Secondary/High school,
language school or

university
Education policy

maker/Public administrator
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

Studies of the respondants:

= Bachelors degree
for teaching
English

m Master of arts in
teaching English
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

What are your motivations to become a teacher of a foreign language?

| don't know W 2.7%
It is a high status profession [l 5.4%
tisaneasyjob | 1,4%
| like to travel [N 26 5%
Teaching is my vocation [NNEGEGEEEEEEEEE 59.2%
It is a well-paid job [ 11.6%
|love languages | 72,1%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

In your country of residence, the teaching profession is perceived as...

An unprestigious occupation [l 2 0%
A job with a lot of holidays I 3.4%
A sepcialised job NN 27 2%
A well-paid job NG 10.2%
A job anybody can do IS 23,8%
An easy job NN 25.2%
Aman'sjob W 0,7%
A prestigious occupation NG 12,9%
A job for dummies N 8 8%
A women's job NN 23,1%
An attractive career NN 23,8%

0,0% 50% 10,0% 150% 20,0% 250% 30,0%
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

Rate from 1 to 5 your degree of satisfaction with the training you have
received to become a teacher of a foreign language:

50%
40,8%
40%
’ 32,0%
30%
20,4%
20%
10% 1 4% 5,4%
y (1]
1 2 3 4 5
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

Rate which of the the following items are the most important to improve your pre-
service training as a teacher of a foreign language:

Role models te lock up to 59,9%
Practical workshops on innovative teaching methods I 75,5%
More interaction with public and private schools N 55,8%
A reflective and critical approach to the teaching of a foreign language NN 51,9%
More information about competitions to join the public education sector [IIIINIEGGEEEEN 45,6%
More information about the labour market NG 45,6%
Basic contents on language skills I 76,9%
Basic contents on pedagogy I 71,4%
Learning about other European education systems [N 44.2%
A more communicative approach I 78,2%
The combination of online and conventional teaching NG 51,2%
Learning how to use digital tocls for teaching purposes I 65,3%

0,0% 100% 200% 300% 400% 50,0% 600% 700% 800% 90,0%
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

Rate which of the following items are more important to improve your guided
teaching practice as a teacher of a foreign language:

An online system to connect student, school mentor and university
tutor

Critical reflection and research orientation

Having the opportunity to teach abroad

Freedom to implement activities and methodologies
More attention on the part of the university tutor

Guidance for a progressive and coherent crganisation of my tasks

Time/space to exchange in-service experiences among teacher
students
An effective interaction between the school mentor, the university
tutor and myself

More attention on the part of the school mentor

0,0%
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i, 68,7 %
I 62,6%
I,  ©6,0%
I, 79.6%
i,  56,0%
I,  70,1%
I — 72.1%
i, 75,5%
I, 55,7 %
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

In your opinion, training programmes for foreign language teachers would

Improve with:

An international community of student teachers

More contents on

A joint international diploma

Digital learning tools

More training on intercultural skills

Financial support to visit schools abroad

A stronger support on the part of schools

Compulsory pre-service and guided teaching practice abroad
More visiting scholars and experts in the classroom

59,9%
I 42,2%
I 70,7 %
I 68,0%
= T1,4%
= 89,470
I 75,5%
I 51,7 %
I 57.,8%

753 LUSOFONA

A stronger sense of community among the student teachers 741%
A combination of online and face-to-face training I 51,9%
A longer guided teaching practice 73,5%
International exchange programmes 73,5%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 80% 70% 80%
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Results of the survey:

Teacher Student/Graduated as a Teacher of Foreign Languages

In your opinion, an European Master’s Degree for Teachers of Foreign
Languages would...

Expand opportunities to enter the labour market [N 25.5%
Offer an international perspective of European education systems || NN :2.7%
Be negative for the national labour market | 0,7%
Amplify the student teachers’ perspectiveson teaching a foreignlanguage NG 51,0%
Bring together student teachers from different countries || NEEINIINGG 5.1%
Expand training opportunities within a European context |GGl 51.7%

Encourage cooperation between trainers of the different countries [|[INNEGgGGNNENEGEGEGEGEEEEl 53.7%
0,0% 10,0% 20,0% 30,0% 40,0% 50,0% 60,0%
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

Teachers’ profile

You are a foreign language teacher at You have a teaching experience of

(&
VIRTEACH

= A secondary/high school

= 1-5 years
= A language school = 6-10 years
) ) 11+ years
A university
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

You are a foreign language teacher because...

It is a high status profession Il 4,7%
It is an easy job | 0 3%
| like to travel |NEEDEDEN10 9%
Teaching is my vocation  [INEGEGEGEGEEE 57, 9%
It is a well-paid job | 0,6%
| love languages [N 7 2 4 %
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

In your country of residence, the teaching profession is
perceived as...

An essential profession for the society INIIEIGGGGGEENEEN 21,5%
A well-paid job NN S 1%
A job anybody can do I 33.5%
An easy job I 28, 5%
Amen'sjob 0,0%
A prestigious ocupation I 6.2%
A job for dummies NN 10,3%
Awomen'sjob I 22 6%
An attractive carecer I 9 1%
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

Select 3 measures that would improve the social perception of
the teaching profession in your country of residence:

To extend initial teacher training |GG 34.1%
To invest in teachers' training [INIEIEIGGEEEEEENENE 82.9%
To reduce teachers’ working hours in the classroom [IININENEGGEGEGEGE 32.4%
To implement bilingualism in every school [N 188%
To implement a more rigorous procedure of selection |GGG 43.2%
To increase teachers' salary |G 58.8%
To reduce teachers' holidays [l 8,8%
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» Very positive for all parties: 31,2%

» Very disappointing for all parties: 0,9%

* Very exhausting: 5,0%

» A chaotic experience: 1,2%

« Awaste of time: 0,3%

« An important phase for teacher training: 57,9%
» Very enriching: 0,3%

Other: 3,2%

VIRTEACH
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

Mentoring student teachers is...

m Very positive for all parties

m Very disappointing for all parties
Very exhausting

m A chaotic experience

= A waste of time

= An important phase for teacher

training
m Very enriching
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

In your opinion, mentoring student teachers at school should...

Provide them with feedback and follow-up support I 50.0%
Take place in a school abroad I 7.6%
Include critical reflection and research orientation IIIIIIINNENEGEGGNGNGGNGNNGNNNNNNNNNNNNENNGNGEGEGN 40,6%
Help them become autonomous teachers NN 45,6%
Disappear 0,0%
Be shorter, now itistoolong 1 0,9%
Take place in more than one school I 13,8%
Last longer, now itistoo short NI 13,8%
Be compulsory for all teachers I 18 5%
Be part of a project agreed with the university tutor I 20.5%
Entail some material reward I 24 1%

0,0% 10,0% 20,0% 30,0% 40,0% 50,0% 60,0%
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

In your experience, selection of teachers of foreign languages
should be based upon...

A vast traveling experience || 1,8%

Positive references from previous employers [l 5,0%

Good grades in teacher training at university [ 11,5%

Vocation for teaching [INIEEGEG 48.5%
Public competition [l 8,5%
Previous teaching experience in teaching languages [ 11,5%
A proficiency level of the foreign language |GG 77.1%
Ability to teach and educate [IIIININIESGgGENEEEEEEEE 34 4%
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

In your experience, teachers of foreign languages should receive

career-long training in...

Pre-service teacher monitoring

Blended learning

Classroom management

Online communication technologies
Co-teaching and collaborative strategies
Foreign language skills

Pragmatics and discourse

ICT for pedagogical use in the language classroom
Reflective and critical teaching strategies
Communicatiive teaching stratergies
Intercultural awareness

i 1.8%

BN 8.2%

I 24 4%
I 12,6%

I 20,6%
I  30,0%

Bl 4.7%
. 38 2%
I  35,9%
58 2%
I 37,9%
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Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

Rate how relevant a European Master’s Degree for teachers
of foreign languages could be for language teacher training

45%
40%
35%
30%

25%
2084 17,9%

15%
10% ) 1o 5.0%
5% :
0y e I
2 3

.1

39,7%

4 5
7~
iz

W Co-funded by the

A VIRtual Solution for a comprehensive and
V’RTEA CH coordinated training for foreign language ErasmUS+ Programme
s VEACHers in Europe of the European Union

Erasmus+ 20138-1-ES01-KA203-050045




—_ Szczecifiska DIMITRIE CANTEMIR A KR
i gﬁ'&%ﬁg’;‘n @ Szkota Wy2sza @ ‘ CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY r’-"- LUSOFONA

Results of the survey:

Foreign language teacher/researcher at Secondary/High school,
language school or university

In your opinion, a European Master’s Degree for Teachers of Foreign
Languages would...

Need funding and support from the EU and national/local o
: I 20.7%
bodies
Upgrade the social perception of the teaching profession || NG 535%
Foster the learning of several languages || NG 24,7%
Open novice teachers' minds || NG 20.6%
Be a waste of time and money [l 5.0%
Be beneficial for the sake of European integration || NN 36.8%
Facilitate the entrance in the labour market [ NH N 33.2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

Z 2/
&
— A VIRtual Solution for a comprehensive and
V’RTEA CH coordinated training for foreign language

TEACHers in Europe
Erasmus+ 2018-1-ES01-KA203-050045



% UC s, UNIVERSIDAD @ Szczecifiska @ ‘ DIMITRIE CANTEMIR
: DE BURGOS < | Szkota Wyisza CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Zeillr
=
VIRTEACH

Results of the survey:

Education policy maker/Public administrator

In your opinion, training programmes to become a foreign language
teacher could improve if...

They offered guided teaching practice in more than one school. 45.5%
They were focused on intercultural awareness 455%
One or more teaching internships abroad were compulsory. 50,0%

The trainer had more freedom and flexibility in content tailoring. 36,4%

Learning and expertise were more shared between student, school
mentor and university tutor

They were more research-based 18,2%
Study modules were less fragmented and more coordinated 31,8%
Entrance exams were more demanding 9,1%
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Results of the survey:

Education policy maker/Public administrator

Select 3 measures that you deem necessary to improve the training
of pre-service teachers:

The inclusion of an international perspective for the teaching 36.49%
profession. e

A unified digital system to connect student, schocl mentor and 40.9%
university teacher. ~

More financial support to bring experts into the classroom. 31,8%
Longer guided teaching practices. 18,2%

Exchange programs and teaching experiences abroad. 72,7%

The inclusion of reflective and critical teaching in the 13.6%
programmes’ contents. e

Shared expertise training between school teachers and university 54 59
teachers. ™70

The inclusion of intercultural awareness in the programmes’ 31 8%
contents. =P
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Results of the survey:

Education policy maker/Public administrator

Would you be in favour of creating
a European Master’s Degree for
Teachers of Foreign Languages?

60%
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0%

yes

LRi[e]

Zelll
(=
— A VIRtual Solution for a comprehensive and
coordinated training for foreign language
V’RTEACH TEACHers in Europe
Erasmus+ 2018-1-ES01-KA203-050045

Rate how relevant you would consider
a European Master’s Degree for
Teachers of Foreign Languages

50,0%

36,4%

13,6%

0,0% 0,0%
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Results of the survey:

Education policy maker/Public administrator

In your opinion, a European Master’s Degree for Teachers of Foreign

Languages would...

Need funding and support from the EU and national/local bodies
Upgrade the social perception of the teaching profession
Foster the learning of several languages
Open novice teachers' minds
Be a waste of time and money  0,0%
Be beneficial for the sake of European integration

Facilitate the entrance in the labour market
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22, 7%
59,1%
31,8%
45,5%

40,9%
31,8%
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This report was made by

Beatriz Mediavilla Martinez
Maria Amor Barros-del Rio

Universidad de Burgos, Spain
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